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Homework Policy
INTRODUCTION
Homework is intended to be beneficial for children by extending the learning achieved within school time, and promoting the home/school partnership. We believe education should be seen as a partnership between home and school, as a happy relationship with parents is essential to the success of the school. We have always enjoyed the active support of parents and other members of the community to assist us in providing the best possible education for our children and in the achievement of our school aims. Parents play a crucial role in the successful completion of homework, by monitoring, supporting or even actively helping their children with their work. By having a set time and place set aside for the completion of homework by their children, parents can greatly help to make the time as constructive as possible. The most important support any parent can give to their child is to show a caring interest in the work done at home.
Homework also plays a positive role in raising a child's level of attainment. We also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child's growth and development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out- of-school clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children. We are well aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and develop their skills, interests and talents to the full when they make maximum use of the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school.

      The aims of this policy is to:
a) Enable homework to become part of an effective partnership between the school and parents, giving them an opportunity to share in their child’s learning.
b) Use homework as a consolidation and reinforcement of skills and understanding, especially in literacy.
c) To help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner.

d) Extend school learning, for example through additional reading.
e) Encourage pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and self

           discipline needed to study on their own, and preparing them for the        

           requirements of secondary school.

TYPES OF HOMEWORK

The type of homework that we focus on in St. Nicholas CIW Primary will consist of:

a) Home Readers

b) Spellings or key words

c) Mathematical task (varied between written and interactive online activities) 
This is a minimum expectation from teachers.
Additional homework may also be sent home if required by the class teacher. This may consist of:

a) Researching topics
b) Topic web of homework activities set at the start of each topic so that pupils can chose homework activities which are of interest. 
c) Consolidation or reinforcement of class work

d) Preparation for a presentation, talk, play or sketch

e) Writing task

f) Collecting materials

We provide books for children to take home to read with their parents. We give guidance information to parents to help them achieve the maximum benefit from this time spent reading with their child. The publication of Curriculum News early in the term gives parents opportunities to support the topics to be covered in that term helping them to research in books, the library and the internet or collect artefacts and therefore contribute to their child’s learning.

At Key Stage 2 we continue to give children a variety of homework activities, including weekly spellings and research but we expect them to do more tasks independently.

The homework set enables children to consolidate and reinforce their learning in l school and must be returned on time.

PROTOCOL FOR ADMINISTRATING HOMEWORK
Children from year 2 up to year 6 will receive weekly spelling following the spelling lesson. Each class will have their set day for sending out homework and a day when it needs to be returned. This will be made clear at the beginning of the term and it is important that parents work with the pupil to allow the homework to be sent in on the correct days. It is the responsibility of the class teacher to plan and provide manageable tasks for the children and to liaise with parents where necessary. 

 PUPILS WITH ALN
We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has additional learning needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way. If a child has support from The intervention team  then they may have additional homework targeted to their need.

THE ROLE OF THE PARENT

Parents have a vital role to play in their child's education, and homework is an important part of this process. Once homework is set by staff, pupils and parents take responsibility for it, for example, taking it home, completing it and returning it on time. Homework or missed class work will not be set or given to pupils who are taken out of school for holidays.
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